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MEDIA ACCESS 
 
Media Office 
 
The Courts Administration Authority provides a media liaison service.  The service is available to 
media workers such as news journalists, documentary makers, authors, feature filmmakers, feature 
writers and photographers. 
 
The Media Office is located in the north-east corner on level 1, Sir Samuel Way Building, Victoria 
Square, Adelaide and open from 8.15am to 4.45pm.  Email; media@courts.sa.gov.au  phone: (08) 
8204 0403; mobile: 0467 795 291. 
 
Facilities 
 
A media room us located on the ground floor, Adelaide Magistrates Court where the media can 
retreat and prepare stories on site. 
 
CourtSA Registry Services 
 
Media and public can access routine information (eg. next dates) by calling CourtSA Registry Services 
on (08) 8204 2444 from 8.30am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday. 
 
Case lists 
 
Case lists for all courts are published on the internet at www.courts.sa.gov.au after 4.45pm the day 
before hearings. Media should click on ‘By Jurisdiction and Courtroom number’ for an alternative 
view of the case list. 
 
IN THE COURTROOM 

REPORTING HEARINGS 
 
Open and closed courts, chambers and in camera hearings 
 
The court is open to the media and the public unless the court orders otherwise. 
 
When a court is closed a “Court closed” sign is placed on the door. 
 
Directions hearings for criminal trials are not usually open to anyone other than the persons directly 
involved. Proceedings of directions hearings in the higher courts should not be reported and 
transcripts are not made available to the media.  Media can seek permission to attend directions 
hearings by emailing the Media Office media@courts.sa.gov.au in advance of the hearing. Media 
may apply through the Media Office for outcomes after the hearing. 
 
Pretrial conferences for criminal matters in the Magistrates Court are not usually open to anyone 
other than the persons directly involved. Media can seek permission to attend directions hearings by 
emailing the Media Office media@courts.sa.gov.au or by speaking to the Sheriff’s Officer at the 
relevant court, asking for the permission of the court, prior to the hearing. 
 
In Youth Court hearings, whether or not they are held in the Youth Court building, the public is not 
allowed into the courtroom, but s24 of the Youth Court Act permits media to be present and to 
report proceedings provided the minor is not identified. 

mailto:media@courts.sa.gov.au
http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/CaseLists/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/
mailto:media@courts.sa.gov.au
mailto:media@courts.sa.gov.au
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/YOUTH%20COURT%20ACT%201993.aspx
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Section 84a (2) of the Legal Practitioners Act provides that proceedings before the Legal 
Practitioners Disciplinary Tribunal are to be open unless directed by the Tribunal to be held in 
camera (closed court). In this case, the Act also provides that the Tribunal must produce a summary 
of what happened. The onus is on the journalist to request a summary. The request should be made 
to the Tribunal clerk via the Media Office. It is usual for it to be made available within 24 hours. 
 
Under s25 of the Witness Protection Act 1996 a court is very likely to hold proceedings relating to 
the identity of a protected witness in private unless the interests of justice require otherwise. 
 
Under s33 of the Intervention Orders (Prevention of Abuse) Act 2009 a person must not publish by 
radio, television, newspaper or in any other way a report about proceedings under this Act, or an 
order issued or registered under this Act, if the report identifies, or contains information tending to 
identify— 

(a) any person involved in the proceedings (including a witness but not including a person involved 
in an official capacity or the defendant); or 

(b) any person protected by the order; or 

(c) a child of a person protected by the order or of the defendant, 

without the consent of that person. 
 
MEDIA PASSES 
 
Media representatives should carry media accreditation identification at all times within the court 
precinct and produce it if requested by court officers, especially when tweeting live.  
 
For information about point of entry exemption passes contact the Media Office. Point-of-entry 
passes enable media workers to enter courts without repeated security screening. 
 
SUPPRESSION ORDERS 
 
The Evidence Act 1929 (Section 69A) provides that a court may make orders to suppress some, part 
or all of the proceedings.  Where an application is made for a suppression order, section 69A(5)(iii) 
provides that a media representative may make submissions on the making of the order.  A 
journalist wishing to make a submission should wait for the presiding judicial officer to invite media 
submissions, then stand in the public gallery to introduce themselves by name and the organisation 
they represent. Submissions should be made clearly and courteously.  
 

Under the Evidence Act, media organisations are able, on payment of an annual fee, to have 
suppression orders emailed to a nominee of the newsroom. This service applies to all orders, any 
variations and any revocations of orders. 

Inspection of suppression orders 
 
Terms of a suppression order may be obtained from an electronic Suppression Order Register, which 
can be viewed at a Kiosk located near the Transcript Office, Ground Floor, Sir Samuel Way Building.  
 
It is important to note that it is the responsibility of the publisher/journalist to ensure the 
suppression order is not breached. The onus is on the media to check in every case as to whether 
there is a suppression order in place and what its terms are. 
 

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/LEGAL%20PRACTITIONERS%20ACT%201981.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/WITNESS%20PROTECTION%20ACT%201996.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/INTERVENTION%20ORDERS%20(PREVENTION%20OF%20ABUSE)%20ACT%202009.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/EVIDENCE%20ACT%201929.aspx
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OTHER STATUTORY LIMITATIONS 
 
Sexual cases 
 
The Evidence Act (Section 71a(5)) provides restriction on reporting on sexual offences until the 
relevant time: 
 
relevant time, in relation to a charge of an offence, means the time at which the accused person's 
first appearance in a court (whether personally or by counsel or solicitor) in relation to the charge is 
concluded. 
 
Compulsory publication 
 
The Evidence Act (Section 71b) provides that if a news outlet names any person accused of an 
offence and the person is later acquitted or the charges dismissed, the media organisation is 
required to report the result with similar prominence to the earlier reports. If unsure about how to 
comply, an application can be made to the Supreme Court for directions. The Act also requires that 
any report after the result of a case where there is no conviction must include the result. 
 
Questions of law 
 
The Evidence Act (Section 71c) provides automatic suppression on the identity of an acquitted 
person where the Full Court is considering the referral of a question of law from the trial. Where a 
person is acquitted, and the prosecution asks the Full Court of the Supreme Court to clarify a 
question of law from the trial court, the identity of the acquitted person cannot be revealed in any 
report of the Full Court hearing and nothing can be reported from which the identity of the 
acquitted person might reasonably be inferred unless the acquitted person consents. 
 
Defacto Matters 
 
The Domestic Partners Property Act 1996 (Section 14a) restricts publication of proceedings. 
 
Youth Court 
 
The Youth Court Act 1993 (Section 24 (1)(f)(ii)) allows a genuine representative of the news media to 
be present at any sitting of the Youth Court, unless excluded by the Court if the Court considers it 
necessary to do so in the interests of the proper administration of justice.  
 
The Young Offenders Act 1993 (Section 13) prohibits a report in which any youth, who is the subject 
of a police caution or a family conference, is identified or which contains information tending to 
identify the youth, or which reveals the name, address or school, or includes any particulars, picture 
or film that may lead to the identification of any youth concerned in any way.  However, a person 
proposing to make a documentary or undertake an educational or research project about juvenile 
justice matters may apply to the Court for permission to publish a report identifying a youth, if the 
youth and a guardian of the youth consent to its publication.  Section 13 also prohibits the 
publication of any report which identifies a victim or any other person involved in any action or 
proceeding taken by a police officer or family conference (other than a person involved in an official 
capacity) without the consent of the victim or other person. 
 
Section 63C prohibits the publication of any report of court proceedings which identifies or tends to 
identify the youth, the subject of the proceedings, or which reveals the name, address or school, or 
includes any particulars, picture or film that may lead to the identification of any child or youth 
concerned in the proceedings, either as a party or as a witness.  

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/EVIDENCE%20ACT%201929.aspx
http://portsea.austlii.edu.au/cgi-pit/renderFrag.py?frag=/home/www/pit/xml/sa/act/4507b150d2f3eb4.xml&date=20170315
http://portsea.austlii.edu.au/cgi-pit/renderFrag.py?frag=/home/www/pit/xml/sa/act/4507b150b5dbf48c.xml&date=20170315
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/DOMESTIC%20PARTNERS%20PROPERTY%20ACT%201996.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/YOUTH%20COURT%20ACT%201993.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/YOUNG%20OFFENDERS%20ACT%201993.aspx
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The Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017 (Section 162(1)) prohibits the publication of any 
report of family care meetings or anything said or done at such a meeting.  Section 162(2) prohibits 
the publication of any report of care and protection proceedings which identifies or tends to identify 
the child who is the subject of the proceedings or reveals the name, address or school, or includes 
any particulars, picture or film that may lead to the identification of any child concerned in the 
proceedings, either as a party or a witness.  
 
The Adoption Act (Section 31) makes it an offence to publish in the news media: 

1) the name of a child, or a parent or guardian of a child, or any party to adoption proceedings; 
2) material tending to identify the child, parent or guardian of a child, in relation to whom 

adoption proceedings have been taken; or 
3) to publish material tending to identify any party to those proceedings.  

 
ACCESS TO COURT FILES 
 
In South Australia the rules governing public access to court records in civil and criminal proceedings 
are the same for the Supreme, District and Magistrates Courts and are set out in the Acts 
establishing each court. The Acts specify which material is available to any member of the public for 
inspection or copying as of right. 

• Any process relating to proceedings and form part of the court’s records;  
• A transcript of evidence;  
• Any documentary material admitted into evidence in any proceedings; 
• A transcript of submissions by counsel; 
• A transcript of the judge’s summing up or directions to the jury in a trial by jury; 
• A transcript of reasons for judgment (including sentencing remarks); 
• A judgment or order of the court. 

 
The Acts also specify that other material may be accessed only with the permission of the court, 
including: 

• Material that was not taken or received in open court; 
• Material suppressed from publication; 
• “Sensitive material” as defined by the Evidence Act 1929 (SA) in the custody of the court; 
• Material placed before the court during sentencing; 
• Documentary material filed in connection with a preliminary examination; 
• Photographs, slides, film, video, audio or any other form of recording from which a visual 

image or sound can be produced; 
• Material of a class prescribed by regulations. 

 
The court may impose conditions, including that the material be examined under supervision, 
limitations on publication or use, and any other condition considered appropriate.  A decision by the 
court on an application of this kind is final and not subject to any form of review. 
 
ACCESS FORMS 
 
Applications for access to evidence should be made by completing an online form.  If further 
information is required contact the Media Office on (08) 8204 0403 or media@courts.sa.gov.au 
before submitting the form.  

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/CHILDREN%20AND%20YOUNG%20PEOPLE%20(SAFETY)%20ACT%202017.aspx
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/ADOPTION%20ACT%201988.aspx
http://portsea.austlii.edu.au/cgi-pit/renderFrag.py?frag=/home/www/pit/xml/sa/act/45078ff7b78bff04.xml&date=20170801
http://portsea.austlii.edu.au/cgi-pit/renderFrag.py?frag=/home/www/pit/xml/sa/act/4507ea98afbfacd4.xml&date=20170523
http://portsea.austlii.edu.au/cgi-pit/renderFrag.py?frag=/home/www/pit/xml/sa/act/4507ea9bb535abe4.xml&date=20170701
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9yilvan8L0O8mL1-kNQJBjnx-GnLF1RAlu7XI_sVSv1UOUo5WUNWTFlJREtVTlRMSjFNWU5RWlFGWC4u
mailto:media@courts.sa.gov.au
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JUDGMENTS, SENTENCING REMARKS, INQUEST FINDINGS 
 
Copies of most judgments of the higher courts and the ERD Court and sentencing remarks in cases 
listed on the case list are available on the CAA website at www.courts.sa.gov.au (Click on Sentencing 
Remarks or Judgments). 
 
For copies of judgments or sentencing remarks not available online please contact the Media Office 
(08) 8204 0403 or media@courts.sa.gov.au. 
 
Inquest findings are posted to the internet within 30 minutes of being delivered in court. Findings 
are available at http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/CoronersFindings/Pages/default.aspx. 
 
TRANSCRIPT 
 
Transcript of Higher Court matters may be viewed on terminals outside the transcript area in the Sir 
Samuel Way Building.  No hard copies are available unless purchased. 
 
For access to closed court transcript and Full Court (Court of Criminal Appeal) hearings an application 
must be made via the online form. 
 
It is important to note that running transcript is not usually taken in the Magistrates Court and is 
therefore rarely available. If a journalist finds he or she should be in two places at the same time - 
either in a Magistrates Court or a higher court, he or she should opt for attendance in the 
Magistrates Court. 
 
Similarly, coronial inquests are usually audio recorded. It may require days for the recording to be 
transcribed. 
 
RECORDING EVENTS IN COURT 
 
Subject to the Joint Criminal Rules 2022 in the Supreme, District and Magistrates Courts, a bona fide 
member of the media may make an audio recording of a proceeding for the sole purpose of verifying 
notes and for no other purpose. 

A record made in court permitted by this rule must— 

(a)  be made in a manner that does not interfere with court decorum, not be inconsistent with court 
functions, not impede the administration of justice, and not interfere with the proceeding;  

(b) not interfere with the Court’s sound system or other technology; and 

(c) not generate sound or require speaking into a device. 

An audio recording made by a member of the media— 

(a)  must not record any private conversation occurring in court; 

(b)  must not be made available to any other person or used for any other purpose; and 

(c)  must be erased entirely within 48 hours of the recording. 

http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/
mailto:media@courts.sa.gov.au
http://www.courts.sa.gov.au/CoronersFindings/Pages/default.aspx
https://online.courts.sa.gov.au/form/DocumentRequestByMedia
https://www.courts.sa.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/wp-download-manager-files/court-rules/09-joint-criminal-rules-2022/Joint%20Criminal%20Rules%202022.pdf
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ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS TO AND FROM COURT (INCLUDING TWEETING) 
 
A bona fide member of the media may communicate by means of an electronic device to and from a 
courtroom during the conduct of the proceeding. 

An electronic communication permitted by this rule must— 

(a) be made in a manner that does not interfere with court decorum, not be inconsistent with court 
functions, not impede the administration of justice, and not interfere with the proceeding;  

(b) not interfere with the Court’s sound system or other technology; and 

(c) not generate sound or require speaking into a device.  

An electronic communication of evidence adduced or a submission made in a proceeding, whether 
in full or in part, must not be made until at least 15 minutes have elapsed since the evidence or 
submission in question, or until the Court has ruled on any application for suppression or objection 
made in relation to the evidence or submission within that period of 15 minutes, whichever occurs 
last. 

TWEETING 
The CAA is on twitter @CourtsinSA.  For information on tweeting from Court refer to Electronic 
communications to and from Court (above). 
 
FILMING 
 
Filming or still photography in a courthouse is prohibited without prior permission from the Sheriff. 
Filming in a courthouse to illustrate a daily news story is not allowed. However, it may be possible to 
film in a courthouse to illustrate a justice-related feature story or documentary. Contact the Media 
Office. 
 
A no-go zone exists at the entrance of the Sir Samuel Way Building and on the steps to the front of 
the Adelaide Magistrates Court. Media are asked to remain off the mats which activate the entry 
doors. Filming into foyers through these open doors is prohibited. 
 
JURY VIEWS 
 
JOINT CRIMINAL RULES 133.5—VIEWS 
(1) This rule applies subject to any contrary order by the trial Judge or Magistrate. 

(2) A view is part of trial and is under the control of the trial Judge or Magistrate. 

(3) When a view takes place in a confined space, the trial Judge or Magistrate may limit the 
persons to enter that space. 

(4) No sound recording may be made at a view other than by the court reporter or the judicial 
officer’s staff. 

(5) A witness must not be filmed or photographed. 

(6) A member of the media or the public must not be in such proximity to the trial Judge or 
Magistrate or counsel as to be able to overhear private conversations. 

All Courts except Youth Court 

(7) Any person may attend on a view, but this rule does not authorise any such person to 
trespass on private property. 

(8) If there is no suppression order relating to the identity of a defendant, they may be filmed, 
photographed or sketched from a distance, but not so as to show that they are in custody or 
under restraint or in any way that might suggest guilt. 
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Higher Courts 

(9) A member of the media or the public must not be in such proximity to jurors as to be able to 
overhear what is said between them. 

(10) Jurors must not be filmed, photographed or sketched. 
 
RECORDING SENTENCING REMARKS AND JUDGMENTS 
 
It is a matter for the unfettered discretion of the presiding judicial officer whether or not to allow 
the recording of the sentencing remarks or judgments.  
 
A news media organisation request to film judgments/sentencing remarks must be lodged with the 
CAA Media Office at least one full working day before the matter takes place.  The judicial officer, 
following consultation with the head of jurisdiction, decides on the application. Chambers staff 
notify the Media Office of the decision. The Media Office liaises further with the news media 
organisation.  
 
Permission to film is conditional on the following: 
 
1. Recording is to be on a pool shoot basis. 
2. The pool to be determined by the media and the members of the pool identified, with details 

lodged with the CAA Media Office. 
3. The pool camera operator shares as soon as possible after court adjourns all footage and 

sound captured with the media in the pool and the CAA (where sought). 
4. The CAA Media Officer or other appointed court official must be present in court with the 

approved news media organisation during the set-up of recording equipment, recording of the 
judgment remarks, and pack-up of media equipment. 

5. Recording is via a single fixed camera, focused only on the judicial officer. 
6. The camera is to be positioned next to the jury box or as directed by the CAA Media Officer in 

consultation with the Sheriff. 
7. No vision may be taken of court staff, the offender/s, victims, witnesses, jurors, members of 

the bar or the public in the gallery. 
8. Filming must cease once the judicial officer has finished speaking. 
9. There is to be no recording of subsequent submissions or legal argument. 
10. The presiding Judge may subsequently revoke permission and for that reason, unless 

otherwise specified, the recording must not be broadcast until at least 15 minutes have 
elapsed. 

11. Outbursts or incidents occurring before, during or after the judicial officer is speaking must be 
edited out prior to broadcast. 

12. Footage must not to be published out of context, in opinion or commentary pieces in ways to 
suggest the remarks support a political or populist view. 

13. The following conditions apply to personnel of the approved news media organisation and 
equipment in the courtroom during recording and/ or broadcast, unless the Court orders 
otherwise: 
(a) no more than one television camera 
(b) no more than one stills photographer 
(c) no more than one microphone operator and no obtrusive microphones or wiring 
(d) no moving equipment when the court is in session 
(e) no distracting sounds or lights 
(f) no disruption to proceedings 
(g) no media organisation insignia or marking on recording equipment. 
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SKETCHING 
 
Sketching in the Magistrates, District and Supreme Courts is generally permitted. However, before 
sketching takes place, the presiding judicial officer should be informed (through their associate or 
clerk, or through the Media Office on (08) 8204 0403) of what is proposed and who is to be 
sketched.   
 
The presiding judicial officer retains the discretion to order that sketching not take place, or be 
limited in some way. 
 
Cases in which identity is an issue require particular consideration because publication could affect 
the identification process. Under no circumstances can jurors be sketched. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Complaints should be directed to the Media Office in the first instance; media@courts.sa.gov.au or 
(08) 8204 0403. 

mailto:media@courts.sa.gov.au
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